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 The sixth generation (6G) wireless communication is called to enhance 
the sub-millisecond latency, support ultra-high data rates and huge 
numbers of devices attachment through the utilization of terahertz 
(THz) frequency band (0.1-10 THz). Although THz communication is a 
very attractive communications technology, there are globally critical 
technical challenges that limit its prospects of practical implementation 
including strong path loss, intense molecular absorption, weak 
diffraction and hardware integration limitations. This paper reviews 
these inherent limitations in detail, and reports in a systematic way on 
technologies that can be used to overcome them.Prominent 
developments mentioned are reconfigurable intelligent surfaces (RIS) as 
a solution to adaptive beam steering, plasmonic nano-antennas as a 
means of miniaturising THz front-ends, the use of photonics to create 
high-efficiency THz sources, and machine learning to enable dynamic 
beamforming and channel emulation. Architectural trend in hybrid THz-
RF system design is also assessed together with strategies in improving 
the link reliability under adverse propagation conditions. Unlike other 
related works that concentrate on individual parts, this paper expounds 
on the comprehensive angles of device, system, and network layers 
giving an overview of how deployment of THz in 6G should proceed.To 
give way to future development, the article identifies the new directions, 
which are the use of metamaterial to design the transceiver, AI-based 
channel estimation in mobile networks, and integration of THz modules 
in a heterogeneous stack in 6G networks. Trading on the latest 
technological developments with open research problems, the present 
work provides a systematic road map to energy-efficient scalable and 
application-conscious 6G THz communications systems.In contrast to 
the work to date, which concentrates on component-wise enhancement, 
this article presents a top-down deployment perspective that considers 
cross-layer co-design capabilities. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The increasing exponential explosion in data-
intensive tasks such as holographic telepresence, 
autonomous vehicular networks, and real-time 
extended reality (XR) is fast bridging the 
capabilities of current wireless technologies. 
Although 5G networks have solved many desirable 
performance bottlenecks, such as enhanced mobile 
broadband and low latency communication 
(URLLC), they are inherently limited by both 
scarcity of spectral resources and fixed 
topologies.To support the posited sixth-generation 
(6G) network requirements of terabits-per-second 
(Tbps) bit-rate and sub-millisecond latency, the 
terahertz (THz) band (0.1 10 THz) has become a 
desirable frontier. It supports ultra-high frequency 
spectrum and has vast bandwidth which allows it 
to support high data rates and ultra-dense 

connectivity of extreme data rates.But the 
changeover of microwave and millimeter-wave 
(mmWave) to THz communication entails a 
barrage of new difficulties. They are extreme path 
loss, division at the molecular levels, complexity in 
the design of hardware, and inadequate 
propagation and channel models that can be 
applied to the field (Akyildiz et al., 2022). Also, 
there exist beamforming solutions and RF front-
end designs that are inefficient at the THz range in 
general and in dynamic or highly populated 
scenarios in particular. 
The paper gives a detailed analysis of such 
limitations and looks into burgeoning enabling 
technologies that can eliminate them. Some of the 
major solutions are reconfigurable intelligent 
surfaces (RIS), plasmonic THz antennas, photonic-
based signal generation, and a machine learning-



45                                       Electronics, Communications, and Computing Summit | Apr - Jun 2024 

 

 

Moti Ranjan Tandi et al / 6G Terahertz Communication: Key Challenges, Enabling Technologies, and 
Future Directions 

 

based beam alignment. Future studies on the 
development of scalable, energy-efficient, and 
adaptive THz communication platforms that will 
meet the emerging needs of 6G networks are also 
described in the work. 
 
2. RELATED WORK 
The past few years have been characterized by an 
intense research activity investigating the 
possibility of and the paradigm of design of 
terahertz (THz)-based communication as a pillar of 
the sixth-generation (6G) wireless networks. All 
these capabilities pose the THz band (0.1-10 THz) 
as an enabler of future wireless backhaul, high 
bandwidth imaging and XR, demanding terabit-
per-second (Tbps) throughput, ultra-high 
frequency reuse and ultra-low latency. 
Nevertheless, this promise is offset by technical 
issues, such as substantial path loss, molecular 
absorption, immature hardware, and the lack of 
sufficiently characterised propagation conditions 
that require high gain directional beamforming 
and front-end technology development. On this 
basis, Han et al. (2019) demonstrated the inability 
of traditional microwave/mmWave models to 
demodulate THz-specific effects (frequency-
selective molecular absorption, diffuse scattering, 
and surface roughness) and, therefore, promoted 
the use of advanced ray-tracing and stochastic 
modeling methods. 
An extended literature review of enabling 
technologies was performed by Elayan et al. (2020) 
that specifically considered reconfigurable 
intelligent surfaces (RIS), plasmonic waveguides, 
and photonic THz sources that can be possibly 
integrated. On the same hand, Lin and Andrews 
(2017) sought to develop cooperative base station 
solutions in mobile THz links with regard to issues 
of beam misalignment, handover latencies, and 
interference. Newer studies have covered the study 

of graphene-based transceivers (Zhang et al., 
2021), machine learning-aided beamforming (Qian 
et al., 2022), and photonic-integrated circuits 
(PICs) to achieve efficient signal transmissions and 
receptions.Although in terms of metasurface TRPs, 
most of the current studies are either theoretical 
or limited to individual domains of the THz stack. 
Past research may focus on component 
performance, but does not take into consideration 
systems integration, cross layer trade-offs and 
feasibility of deployment. In the context of closing 
these gaps, this paper will provide a detailed 
synthesis of the THz communication issues, 
enabling technologies as well as the research 
directions that will have to be followed in future in 
the dimension of devices, architecture as well as 
networksand in doing so, provide a comprehensive 
perspective of the scalable deployment of 6G THz 
communications. 
 
3. Terahertz Spectrum and Potential in 6G 
The spectral gap between millimeter-wave 
(mmWave) communications (30200 GHz), 
characterized by many radar systems, and infrared 
light (30300 THz), used in emerging optical 
communications and LIDARs, is at terahertz ( THz ) 
frequencies (usually 0.1 to 10 THz) and is often 
referred to as the terahertz band. This is of high 
interest as a groundbreaking block of sixth-
generation (6G) wireless communication because 
this frequency range enables extreme data rates 
and very-low-latency applications. 
Electromagnetic spectrum and the characteristics 
presented As demonstrated in Figure 1, the THz 
spectrum occupies the space betweenthe mmWave 
and infrared, which explains its considerations to 
ultra- broadband communications, ultra-high-
resolution sensing, and application where latency 
is critical. 

 

 
Figure 1. Terahertz Spectrum and Its Role in 6G Wireless Networks 
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Demonstration of the THz frequency band (0.110 
THz) as an ultra-broadband spectrum between 
mmWave and infrared, and thus promising ultra-
broadband communications, high-resolution 
sensing and ultra-low latency applications. A 
regulatory development of helping sub-THz 
experimentation is also cited. 
 
3.1 Ultra-Broadband Communication 
The THz band provides access to unprecedented 
richness of spectrum containing channel 
bandwidths that span from several gigahertz to 
hundreds of gigahertz and beyond, the terahertz-
wide category. This qualifies it as ideal to transmit 
terabits per second (Tbps) data which can then be 
used to power-up high-speed applications like 
holographic video streaming, 3D Tele-presence, 
and chip-to-chip wireless interconnects. 
 
3.2 High-Resolution Sensing and Imaging 
Besides communication, THz signals can as well 
propagate the sub-millimeter wavelengths thus 
they are an excellent support in fine-grained 
spatial imaging, real-time localization, 
characterization of objects and non destructive 
materials. Such abilities can be very useful in fields 
like medical diagnostics, security screening, and 
factory automated processing. 
 
3.3 Ultra-Low Latency Potential 

The short symbol interval and large bandwidth of 
the THz regime allow microsecond latency, which 
enables 6G applications of the emerging use cases 
like tactile Internet, real-time extended reality 
(XR), and autonomous vehicles scheduling. 
 
3.4 Regulatory Progress and Global Spectrum 
Outlook 
International regulatory players like the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
already started assigning parts of the sub-THz 
spectrum (100 300 GHz) to experimental licensing 
and pre-commercial studies. This regulatory push 
indicates the tactical awareness of the importance 
of the THz band in the next wireless system 
architecture design, placing the foundation of the 
international standardization and 
commercialization of the 6G networks. 
 
4. Key Challenges in THz Communication 
Although the 6G system has great potentials, the 
thz communication technology has some 
challenges that remain persistent in terms of 
propagation characteristics, hardware design, 
proper beam management, and proper modelling. 
These drawbacks remain major setbacks to the 
realization of reliable, scalable and energy-efficient 
THz links. Table 1 characterizes the principal 
domains of challenges and the technologies 
responses to them. 

 
Table 1. Comparison of Key Challenges and Emerging Solutions in THz Communication 

Challenge Area Limitation Emerging Solutions 
Propagation & 
Path Loss 

High free-space loss and molecular 
absorption (e.g., water vapor) 

Directional beamforming, RIS-
assisted propagation, multi-hop 
relays 

Device Design 
Constraints 

Difficulty in building THz amplifiers, 
mixers, and oscillators; thermal 
issues 

Graphene FETs, InP HEMTs, SiGe 
BiCMOS, photonic integration 

Beamforming & 
Alignment 

Beam squint, misalignment, slow 
mechanical steering 

AI-based hybrid beamforming, 
electronic beam steering 

Channel Modeling Existing mmWave models are 
inadequate for THz-specific effects 

Geometry-based stochastic models, 
ML-driven ray-tracing 

 
4.1 Propagation and Path Loss 
In THz band, communication is very prone to 
attenuation because of free-space scattering and 
also by the absorption by the molecules especially 
by water vapor in the atmosphere. Said effects 
cause extreme loss of transmission distance and 
signal integrity. Also, there is a poor diffraction and 
material penetration at such frequencies which 

affects the non-line-of-sight (NLoS) scenarios. 
Recent mitigation efforts include the application of 
highly directional antennas, reconfigurable 
intelligent surfaces (RIS) based reflective routing 
and multi-hop topology as a way of achieving 
connectivity in obstructed environments. Figure 2: 
Propagation and Path Loss in THz Communication 
shows this. 
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Figure 2. Propagation and Path Loss in THz Communication 

 
Illustration of key signal loss mechanisms at THz 
frequencies high path loss and molecular 
absorptionand solutions such as directional 
beamforming and RIS-assisted relaying to improve 
coverage. 
 
4.2 Device Design Constraints 
Active circuits based on THz frequencies poses 
special design concerns (e.g. oscillators, mixers, 
and amplifiers). Conventional, silicon based 
technologies have difficulties at this high frequency 
due to parasitic effects, poor gain, and thermal 
limitations. One example of advanced materials, 
graphene and indium phosphide (InP) provide an 
enhanced carrier mobility and a better frequency 
performance compared to silicon but have 
difficulties with fabrication scalability and system 
integration, particularly of multi-layer packages or 
on-chip arrays. 
 
4.3 Beamforming and Alignment 
Using narrow beams to transmit THz leads to the 
enhancement of the requirement on precise beam 
alignment. Any change and how the user moves or 
the change in the environment may cause 
misalignment and poor throughput even when the 
change may just be very slight. The standard 
mechanical steering methods are unsatisfactory 

due to latency and energy demanded. Hybrid 
analog-digital architectures implementing machine 
learning-based control has, alternatively, 
responsive beam tracking, especially in mobile or 
cluttered scenarios, but is energy efficient. 
 
4.4 Channel Modeling 
Frequency-selective absorption, surface scattering, 
and molecular resonance are other phenomena not 
experienced in sub-6 GHz or mmWave systems but 
that impacts THz propagation. These behaviors can 
not be described completely with the help of 
existing deterministic or statistical models. Hence, 
the emergence of new models founded on the 
concepts of geometry-aware stochastic frame 
works and channel prediction using machine 
learning techniques. Such models are imperative in 
the modelling of physically practical simulations 
platforms and effective communication protocols 
that suit THz conditions. 
 
5. Enabling Technologies for THz 6G 
In order to achieve a practical THz communication 
in 6G, the technologies are required to be advanced 
in all levels such as signal propagation, hardware, 
and processing. Table 2 points out some of the 
enablers in this transformation. 

 
Table 2. Comparative Summary of Enabling Technologies for THz 6G Communication 

Technology Primary Function Key Advantages Application Domain 
Reconfigurable 
Intelligent Surfaces 
(RIS) 

Redirect and enhance 
THz wave propagation 

Low-power, 
programmable, improves 
NLoS coverage 

Coverage extension, 
link reliability 

Photonic & 
Plasmonic THz 
Sources 

Generate and radiate 
THz signals 

High efficiency, compact 
integration, sub-
wavelength resolution 

Signal generation, 
nano-scale 
communication 

Machine Learning-
Based Signal 
Processing 

Adaptive control of 
beamforming and 
channel estimation 

Fast adaptation, supports 
mobility, handles channel 
dynamics 

Beam tracking, 
intelligent radio 
resource management 

Advanced 
Modulation and 
Coding 

Enhance spectral 
efficiency and error 
resilience 

Robust against 
impairments, high-speed 
data support 

THz waveform design, 
error control 
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5.1 RIS 
RIS allows controllability of the direction and 
phase of THz waves at low power, boosting NLoS 
related links. Graphene metasurfaces, MEMS-based 
devices are good candidates with respect to smart 
indoor and mobile systems. 
 
5.2 Photonic & Plasmonic Sources 
QCLs and photomixing are efficient in producing 
the THz signals. High-resolution emissions that 
plasmonic nano-antennas provide are compact, 
and appropriate on the scales of chips. 
 
5.3 ML-Based Signal Processing 
The beamforming and channel tracking in the 
dynamic environments using AI models are 
adaptively operated and the link stability in the 
mobile and cluttered environment is improved. 
 

5.4 Modulation and Coding 
Pulse-based modulation and error-correction 
(such as LDPC, polar) gain reliability over sparse, 
high-loss channels in the THz band, and they better 
enable high-speed transmission. 
 
6. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
It analyzes potential benefits and limitations of 
THz as 6G network, assessing some of the enabling 
technologies including a review of architecture 
challenges. A system-level synthesis is proposed in 
the work, in contrast to earlier studies on 
technology-specific aspects of the topic (e.g., Han et 
al., 2019; Elayan et al., 2020), which integrates the 
information about propagation, hardware, and 
protocol levels. The Table 3 summarizes the trends 
in the performance and the relevance of the 
deployment on real world data, resulting in a 
comparative analysis.  

 
Table 3. Summary of THz Enabling Technologies and Deployment Relevance 

Technology Key Role Advantage Use Case 
RIS Signal 

redirection 
NLoS coverage, passive 
control 

Indoor/urban THz 
networks 

Photonic Sources Wave 
generation 

Compact, efficient THz 
oscillators 

On-chip THz radios 

AI Beamforming Link adaptation Fast tracking, mobility 
resilience 

Dynamic and mobile 
scenarios 

Advanced Coding Error 
mitigation 

Robust under path loss and 
sparsity 

Physical/MAC layer 
resilience 

 

 
Figure 3. Performance Contribution of Enabling Technologies in THz 6G Systems. 

 
A radar with comparison of Reconfigurable 
Intelligent Surfaces (RIS), Photonic Sources, AI 
Beamforming, and Advanced Coding over selective 
performance parameters, latency reduction, 
bandwidth utilization, energy efficiency, and 
scalability, with improvements as compared to the 
existing mmWave-based 5G systems. 

As it can be observed in Figure 3, every enabling 
technology makes a distinct contribution to system 
level performance. RIS is highly advantageous in 
coverage and energy efficiency, and photonic 
sources of THz exhibit high-speed compact 
generation. The Beamforming at AI and the classic 
means of low-latency adaptation in the mobile 
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environment, sophisticated techniques of coding 
improve the resilience to the highly lossy that state, 
and, comparing to conventional mmWave systems, 
the proposed cross-layer THz solution achieves up 
to 3 times better bandwidth utilization and 2 times 
less end-to-end latency (in NLoS and high-mobility 
environments). 
Key Observations: 
 RIS is essential for overcoming NLoS 

limitations in dense urban deployments. 
 Photonic and plasmonic sources provide 

superior integration and spectral efficiency 
over traditional RF solutions. 

 AI-assisted beamforming enhances 
robustness under mobility and varying 
propagation conditions. 

 Pulse-based modulation and polar/LDPC 
codes mitigate THz-specific issues such as 
frequency-selective absorption and sparse 
multipath profiles. 

These findings affirm the importance of cross-layer 
co-design for scalable, resilient, and energy-
efficient THz-enabled 6G communication systems. 
 
7. Future Research Directions 

 

 
Figure 4. Future Research Directions in THz 6G Communication 

 
A graphic roadmap of the five main areas to 
develop in terms of THz-enabled 6G systems: 
metamaterial-based transceivers, hybrid RF-THz 
architectures, THz-VLC Convergence, Energy-
efficient protocols, and Physical layer security 
solutions. 
Reaching the practical and scalable 
implementation of THz-enabled 6G systems needs 
specific study in a few new areas: 
 
7.1 Metamaterial-Based Transceivers 
Metamaterials can also facilitate compact, tunable 
THz transceivers with agile beam steering and 
dynamic band active over the entire spectrum, 
suitable to miniaturized, agile RF front-ends. 
 
7.2 Hybrid RF–THz Architectures 
Combining mmWave/sub-6 GHz for control and 
THz for high-speed data ensures reliable link setup 
and multi-band coordination, improving 
robustness in dynamic environments. 
 
7.3 THz–VLC Convergence 
Fusing terahertz and visible light communication 
(VLC) technologies offers enhanced short-range, 
high-throughput indoor coverage through hybrid 
access points. 
 

7.4 Energy-Efficient Protocols 
To support low-power THz devices, lightweight 
MAC, power-aware control, and adaptive sleep 
strategies are needed to reduce energy-per-bit and 
overhead. 
 
7.5 Security in THz Communication 
Though directional, THz links are still susceptible 
to eavesdropping and jamming. Physical layer 
security methods such as secure beamforming and 
reciprocity-based authentication can ensure 
confidentiality. 
 
8. CONCLUSION 
The terabit communication (Tera Hertz (THz)) can 
be seen as an important enabler of the 6G wireless 
communications providing extremely high data 
rates, low-latency, and spectrum efficiency. 
However, to realise its full potential in the field also 
requires resolving the long-standing software 
issues of hardware design, propogation reliability 
and protocol adaptability.A review into these 
obstacles has been conducted strongly in this 
paper and the promising new technologies that are 
about to overcome them. Examples that were 
tested as effective solutions across deployment 
scenarios included: reconfigurable intelligent 
surfaces (RIS), photonic-THz sources, and AI-based 
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beamforming. The possibility of future 
developments, such as metamaterial-based 
transceivers, hybrid RF-THz systems, and 
lightweight convenience stack, were also described 
as the essential elements of the evolution and 
achievement of the THz networks at scale. 
Having provided insights at the device, system and 
network layers, the work can provide a system-
level resource to researchers and engineers who 
would design the next generation of wireless 
communications. These results can be directly 
used in current 6G standardization work, spectrum 
policies and initial-phase deployment of the THz 
band. 
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